
                                            
 
                                             Jim MacDonald 
Jim joined SJABO in the fall of 2014 after being encouraged by Terry Mackey after a 
confrontation to do so. He began his involvement in our sport in 2010 when he 
became an assistant coach with the Holy Trinity boys basketball team. 
 
Having two sons playing on that team and an older son and daughter playing with 
Gonzaga, Jim decided to become involved. As an assistant coach and not being 
really aware of some of the rules being enforced by officials, Jim would at times, tend 
to get vocal towards officials. He goes on to say most of the referees at that time 
were familiar with his comments. 
 
Since joining SJABO, Jim has come to appreciate officials more and the work they 
put into becoming professional at what they do. Over the years, Jim has done 
numerous games at all levels, from minor to high school and into the senior men’s 
and ladies leagues. He has also officiated in many NLBA tournaments and SSNL 
provincial championships. 
 
He is presently a NABO level 2 official, awaiting a floor evaluation for his level 3. Jim 
says he loves refereeing. It keeps him moving and helps him deal with his type 1 
diabetes. Since retiring from a career as a police officer, MacDonald also says that 
refereeing and the concentration involved in it has been a great benefit to his mental 
well being. 
 
One of Jim's favourite memories of officiating is refereeing at the minor levels, from 
grades 4-6. Many times at these levels, referees need to take the time to teach the 
players who are just learning the game as to why they travelled or double dribbled or 



not to stay in the key. Oftentimes coaches are parent volunteers who are just 
learning the game themselves so officials become a part of the players learning also. 
These are very rewarding experiences, especially when coaches and parents 
approach you after the game to say thank you for taking the extra time to explain the 
rules to their kids. 
 
 
 
Jim is an important member to SJABO. His commitment to our association and to the 
sport of basketball has helped make the game better. He looks forward to many 
more years of running the court. 
 
 
 
 
 


